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Mrs Alison Cartwright 

Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 

churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 

 

10th October, 2022 

 

Dear Alison, 

 

Re: Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting – 11th October, 2022 

 

Please find my report for reading at the meeting and circulation to Parish 

Councillors. 

 

Churchill and Blakedown Issues 

 

 

1 I was with Hayley in the Parish on 4th October and personally showed her the 

trees on Churchill Lane at the A456 end of Churchill Lane and she is going 

to chase for an inspection.  

 

2 Likewise, the constant water on the highway along Churchill Lane before 

Wannerton Road is ongoing but Hayley will chase Severn Trent. 

 

3. I am advised that the new barriers in Churchill Lane will be painted 

imminently. 

 

6 The flooding issue at a property at the top end of the Belbroughton Road 

with rainwater coming off the highway and flooding the driveway has now 

been completed. 

 

7 Regarding the flooding issue at a property along Mill Lane as a result of the 

road level being affected due to the road resurfacing work, this work was 

completed last week as you may have seen the road closure. 

 

8 Regarding the trees adjacent to the highway at Churchill Farm I am still 

awaiting an answer from WCC on land ownership. This has taken an age but 

I am chasing. 

 

9 I have reported the poor road surface in Station Drive near Lynwood Drive 

but it hasn’t been resurfaced yet. I showed Hayley this on the 4th October 

and she will chase. 

 

10 I have reported the damaged highway barrier on the A456 adjacent to the 

pavement near Park Hall and this is on the list to be repaired. Again I 

showed Hayley this. 
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11 Perriford Lane cones and various other items on the highway have yet to be 

removed. I raised this with Hayley and showed her and it is scheduled to be 

done in November. Some new bollards will be installed at the end closest to 

the car park opposite Hurcott Woods to prevent 4x4 vehicles driving over 

and damaging the verge. 

 

12 I am chasing the Wheatmill Close alleyway for resurfacing. I did inspct it last 

week and it has now been marked for remedial work to be done. I am very 

grateful for the PC for dealing with the obstruction of the street light and that 

the hedge has been substantially cut back. 

 

13. I am delighted that the pavements in Brookside Way have been resurfaced. 

The contractors did leave a mess in the turning circle and I chased this to 

ensure that it was swept and cleaned and this has now been done. 

 

14. I have arranged for the footway that leads from Wannerton Road across 

Churchill Lane to the golf course to be cut back as the weeds were 

obstructing this. This has now been done. 

 

15. I have arranged for new directional footpath signs to be installed at the 

junction of Churchill Lane by the golf course. These have now been installed. 

 

16. I have received some complaints recently regarding speeding on the A456. I 

have raised speed enforcement with the Safer Roads Team and the police 

are still enforcing on the A456. I am going to consider 30 mph roundels 

through the village. 

 

17. I am chasing the Laurel hedge being cut yet again at the property on the 

junction of the A456 and Churchill Lane as it is obstructing the speed 

camera sign. A letter has been sent but this is taking far too long. Hayley is 

aware of my frustrations. 

 

18. I have had concerns raised with me regarding Stakenbridge Lane speeding, 

and in particular by the railway bridge where a vehicle clipped a pedestrian. I 

am asking WCC highways to look at what can be done here in terms of 

warning signage. I met Bryony and Sue together with Hayley on 4th October 

and I will report back on what can be done, but easy wins appear to be more 

signage, more 30 mph roundels and looking at the kerb line. 

 

19. I have reported the damaged bollard on the last set of traffic calming on the 

left hand side as you leave Blakedown heading towards Broome. 

 

20. I have shown Hayley the holly hedge that sticks out in Churchill village when 

you are coming away from the church towards the crossroads it is on the left 

hand side. Hayley will liaise with the landowner. 

 

21. I am dealing with an issue with a landowner and WCC regarding trees at 

Churchill Farm to ascertain whose ownership they are in. 

 

22. The Ismere gateways have now been installed and I have inspected. I have 

had positive feedback but a local resident has raised with me that one has 

already been stolen. 

 



 

23. A damaged tree on the bridleway on the right hand side on the Parish 

boundary with Broome had a large branch come down some weeks ago and 

the bridleway was closed to make the tree safe. The tree is in private 

ownership and WCC have advised the landowner accordingly. I am advised  

that there is no immediate danger. 

 

24. Regarding the Station Yard car park proposal you will have no doubt seen 

my Facebook post last week on the 4th October letting the local community 

know the excellent news. I was very pleased that I was able to persuade 

officers to review this project and consider the flaws in the current proposals 

in terms of size/scale/access but also importantly the need for robust 

evidence on need and the need for clear data on long term rail travel before 

such a scheme is embarked upon. WCC acknowledge that the Covid-19 

pandemic has changed the landscape and the business case is no longer 

compelling. As part of LTP 5 (Local Transport Plan) which is the strategic 

travel document for rail and road travel across the County they will review 

matters then. This is several years away and of course doesn’t mean even 

when reviewed there will be found to be  a need then. 

 

 I have always been very clear, open and transparent on my position and it 

has never shifted, that a modest car park to cater for local demand on the 

brownfield site from its existing access to avoid car parking in neighbouring 

streets would be something I would support. 

  

 There will be an interesting planning law/policy matter as the ‘reserved’ land 

in the field released from the green belt is sequential.  

 

 I would like to thank the Parish Council and members of the local community 

for their opposition to the Station Yard car park too. 

 

Wyre Forest Issues  

 

Surface dressing has been undertaken across the District over the summer. 

 

There are concerns regarding the Wyre Forest bus service and its viability and 

WCC is working with our MP and the operators to ensure there is a bus network in 

the Wyre Forest. 

 

Strategic Issues County Wide 

 

Worcestershire has a fantastic website Here2Help which is a community action 

response to Coronavirus. There is also a dedicated phone number 01905 768053 

for those without access to the internet. There is now a Here2Helpbusiness scheme 

as well. (simply google Here 2 Help Worcestershire and it comes straight up.) Here 

2 Help is now dealing with the Ukrainian resettlement scheme, working with 

residents who have offered their home and liaising with the District Councils and 

ensuring the DBS checks are carried out. 

 

We now have a number of Ukranians living with a number of host families living 

within the Wyre Forest and attending local schools. 

 

 

With my best wishes. 

 

Yours sincerely,     



 

 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 

County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 

Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 

  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Marcus Hart 

Deputy Leader and 

Cabinet Member with 

Responsibility for  

Communities  
 

Electoral Division 
Chaddesley 

 
County Hall 

Spetchley Road 
Worcester 
WR5 2NP 

 
Home 

Silkwood Barn 
Crundalls Court 
Crundalls Lane 
Worcestershire 

DY12 1BN 
 

Tel: 01299 402424  
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mhart@worcestershire.

gov.uk 
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