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Mrs Alison Cartwright 
Clerk to Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council 
churchillandblakedownclerk@gmail.com 
 

4th December, 2022 
 
Dear Alison, 
 
Re: Churchill and Blakedown Parish Council Meeting – 6th December, 2022 
 
Please find my report for reading at the meeting and circulation to Parish 
Councillors. 
 
Churchill and Blakedown Issues 
 
 
1 Regarding the trees on Churchill Lane, 1-7, these have now been inspected 

and there is to be some minor pruning and basal browth pruning too.  
 
2 The constant water on the highway along Churchill Lane before Wannerton 

Road has been reported to Severn Trent and they have reported that they 
have attended to this issue.  

 
3. I have reported the poor road surface in Station Drive near Lynwood Drive 

and when I inspected with Hayley last Thursday it hadn’t been done but I am 
chasing. 

 
4. I have reported the damaged highway barrier on the A456 adjacent to the 

pavement near Park Hall and this has now been repaired in part but I am not 
happy with the job and have asked Hayley to chase that there is a better 
repair done. 

 
5. Perriford Lane cones and various other items on the highway have now been 

removed. Some new bollards will be installed at the end to prevent 4x4 
vehicles driving over and damaging the verge. Having inspected last 
Thursday with Hayley, they will in fact now be placed at both ends of the 
grass verge as well. A local landowner is not very happy as they assert this 
is now causing mud to go all on the road and onto his property. At our 
inspection last week, some cones and rocks and wooden posts have now 
been re-erected and these will have too be removed. 

 
6. The Wheatmill Close alleyway pothole repairs have now been undertaken 

and I inspected this with Hayley last Thursday. The alleyway will be 
completely resurfaced in the next financial year.  
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7. I am chasing the Laurel hedge being cut yet again at the property on the 

junction of the A456 and Churchill Lane as it is obstructing the speed camera 
sign. A letter has been sent but this is taking far too long. Hayley is aware of 
my frustrations and I showed her about this totally unacceptable situation last 
Thursday. 

 
8. As previously reported, I have had concerns raised with me regarding 

Stakenbridge Lane speeding, and in particular by the railway bridge where a 
vehicle clipped a pedestrian. I am asking WCC highways to look at what can 
be done here in terms of warning signage. I met Bryony and Sue together 
with Hayley on 4th October. Since I reported on this, you may be aware that 
within the last week there was a car that left the road and ploughed through 
the brick wall at Stakenbridge Farm. I attended the scene last Thursday with 
Hayley and met the local residents concerned. I am aware the police were 
called and are investigating this matter. This matter has generated quite a lot 
of comment on Facebook. As I have advised the residents concerned and 
said on my Cllr. Facebook Page I will certainly do all I can to get WCC 
highways to make the road safer. The road safety team have yet to conclude 
what their recommendations will be but they are looking at additional SLOW 
signage, bend warning signage and narrow lanes warning signage. As 
previously stated, I am prepared to significantly fund an additional vehicle 
speed flashing warning sign, moveable or permanent but obviously need PC 
support. Speed bumps which have been suggested are not an option for this 
road due to the type of road and lack of street lighting. I should also point out 
that I am pressing the police to take speed enforcement action on this road 
as ultimately speed enforcement is the responsibility of the police and not 
WCC highways. 

 
9. There have now been 3 cars leave the road and plough into the hedge at 

Hodge Hill Garden Centre in as many months. I am pleased to report that 
there is to be a new SLOW marking painted on the road when you approach 
Hodge Hill Garden Centre from the Blakedown direction and also a yellow 
backed bend warning sign installed. The tree stump in the verge is also to be 
removed and WCC are also looking at the road surface to see if a specialist 
skid resistant surface needs to be installed at this location.  

 
10. I have reported blocked drains on the A456 between Halfshire Lane and The 

Swan PH and also heading towards Kidderminster just past Deansford Lane 
as when we had all of the rain over the last few weeks this caused major 
flooding. I have said that this is unacceptable for a main road and requested 
all of the drains and gullies are inspected and unblocked. 

 
11. I have reported blocked drains and gullies on the B4188 for inspection and 

unblocking. 
 
Wyre Forest Issues  
 
The applicants for a quarry at land at Lea Castle Farm, Wolverley have now 
appealed the decision by WCC to refuse consent. We are awaiting for a hearing 
date. 
 
Strategic Issues County Wide 
 
The County Council is still involved in the response to the Coronavirus pandemic 
working with our other statutory partners even after restrictions come to an end. 
 



 

Worcestershire has a fantastic website Here2Help which is a community action 
response to Coronavirus. There is also a dedicated phone number 01905 768053 
for those without access to the internet. There is now a Here2Helpbusiness scheme 
as well. (simply google Here 2 Help Worcestershire and it comes straight up.)  
 
Here2Help is now assisting with the Ukrainian resettlement programme and working 
with the District Council and we now have Ukranian families living in the Wyre 
Forest area. There are about 500 households in Worcestershire who are hosts, 
hosting over 1,000 Ukranians.  
 
The Government have announced additional monies for children’s and adults social 
care in the next financial year. We are currently encountering in year pressures in 
adults social care and home to school transport, both mainstream and SEND.  
 
The Government have increased the amount we can put up Council tax next year 
from 3% to 5%. An additional 1% is worth circa £2.8 million. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 
 
With my best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely,     

 
Cllr. Marcus J. Hart 
County Councillor – Chaddesley Division 
Copy to: District Cllr Ian Hardiman, Wyre Forest District Council 
  District Cllr Lisa Jones, Wyre Forest District Council 
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