
Parish Council Meeting on 13th January 2026 

Clerk’s Report 

 

All correspondence has been shared with Councillors by email. 

NEW MATTERS 

1 Dec 2025 The felt was blown off the Kidderminster bound bus stop last month and the handyman is 
going to be replacing it and tacking it down properly and this should be complete by next 
week. 

2   
 

EXISTING MATTERS 

1 06/09/25 External Auditor notice for the current year - We would like to draw your attention to a 
change within the Practitioners’ Guide 2025 which is mandatory for the 2025/26 period. 
Paragraphs 1.47 to 1.54 relate to an additional assertion to be included in the 2025- 26 
AGAR, Assertion 10, regarding email management, websites, compliance with both the 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2016 and the Data Protection Act (DPA) 2018 
and the requirement to have an IT policy. The requirements in relation to Assertion 10 
are listed in Paragraphs 1.47 to 1.54 and the local authority should review these 
requirements and take appropriate steps to ensure compliance. 
 
I have now attended some training on this and there is some work to do in creating an IT 
policy and having that policy adopted by the council – it will apply to the clerk and to 
councillors.  There will also be some work to do for GDPR and some work around 
accessibility. Parish Council Websites have confirmed they will ensure we are up to date 
with the correct standard on the website. 
 

 

The clerk’s January/February 26 workload 

The internal auditor will be undertaking a preliminary audit on the council’s controls and processes on the 18th 

February 2026.  I will be working between now and then to write and implement an IT policy and undertake 

other works required for the council to meet the AGAR assertion 10. 

In addition to this, contract tender evaluation and appointment is also required in Jan/Feb 26 and a Villages Trust 

meeting on 22nd January 2026. 

The above are all necessary and are in addition to meeting the statutory and mandatory requirements of the 

council administration. 

March will see internal audit completion and year end. 

Following this, I will pick up on the replacement bins work again. 


